
PawPrints November 5, 2021
Principal’s Message:
I cannot believe that we are already into the month of November.  We have
really had a wonderful first two months of school with many activities returning
for our students to enjoy.

The PTO organized a very successful Tiger Tracks Jogathon fundraiser.  That one
large fundraiser really helps to support so many PTO plans and initiatives
throughout the school year!  The PTO was even able to bring the Scholastic Book
Fair back in person for a couple days this year.

In October we enjoyed our annual Unity Day.  The Student Leaders read a book
to the school and everyone wore orange to stamp out bullying.

Here are some of the events that we are looking forward to in the coming
weeks…

● Veterans Day Recognition on November 11th -virtual recognition again this
year.  We will share the slide presentation with families too!

● Parent/Teacher conferences will begin on December 1st and continue
through December 22nd.  If you have not set up your parent/teacher
conference please reach out to your child’s classroom teachers to set up
a date and time.  The conferences are a great time to learn about the
progress your child is making, their strengths and areas of focus for
instruction, as well as talk about what you can do to help support at
home.  We look forward to this opportunity to meet with parents each
year, but please know at any time if you are interested in an update on



how your child is doing academically or socially, never hesitate to
contact their teacher.

Suggestions for a home and school connection…
Here are some conversation starters for at home:

1. “Let’s see what you brought home today.”
2. “Show me what you have for homework.”
3. “Describe a book you enjoyed today.”
4. “Tell me what you learned that you’d like to know more about.”
5. “What did you do during recess today?”  “Who did you play with?”
6. “How did you show kindness to someone today?”

We wish everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday break.  School will be
closed on Thursday, November 25th and 26th  so that we can celebrate with
family and friends.

Fondly, Michelle

Kindergarten
Hello Kindergarten Families! We are working hard in school. We are
beginning to learn about the characters, the problem, and the
setting in a story, as well as mastering our letter names, sounds
and sight words. We are writing stories across three pages using
pictures, labels, and words.  Please be sure to read each night with
your child. In Math, we are working on identifying numbers, writing
numbers in many different ways.



First Grade
We’re off to a great start in First Grade! Students are adjusting nicely to the increased
demands that come with a new grade level. They are working so hard and we are
having so much fun!

In Literacy, we are reviewing our letters, sounds, and letter formation from kindergarten
and starting to apply them when reading and writing words that follow the
consonant-vowel-consonant pattern. We have also been introduced to the digraphs: wh,
th, sh, ch, and ck. Our reading is focusing on story elements and really deepening our
understanding of why they are important and how they connect. This is so important
when retelling stories that we love! Students are writing amazing small moment stories
about their lives. They are learning to touch and tell, sketch, and write their stories. They
are working to bring their stories to life by unfreezing their characters and bringing the
inside out!

In math, we’re learning strategies for adding fluently. Students are using the counting on
strategy and have started to learn to use friendly facts to solve harder addition
equations. We have also learned about attributes of shapes and how to split shapes into
halves. We’re really enjoying discovering what halves of squares, rectangles, and
circles look like!

Second Grade
The second graders just completed their first science unit based on the properties of
matter.  They looked at already made Oobleck and determined whether they thought it
was a liquid, solid or both.  The students also conducted investigations to classify the



properties of the following items: metal ball, plastic cylinder, wooden block, ping pong
ball and a rubber ball.

Then they learned that temperature can change any type of matter through lessons that
consisted of viewing a video of an ice cube melting, observing heated/cooled crayons
and uncooked/cooked noodles.  This led to a conversation about reversible and
irreversible change.

Last, the unit included a slideshow showing various structures around the world, which
elicited questions about what the structures were made of and why these materials
were used.  The students cooperatively worked in groups to plan and build their own
structure/towers.  Each structure was tested to see if it could hold a book.  The students
learned that their structures needed to be sturdy.  This was a fun activity!

The second graders enjoyed this first science unit and learned a lot!  Second grade
rocks!

Third Grade
Did you know that the Native Americans who lived in South Windsor were called the Podunks?
We learned this and many other facts about Native Americans on our field trip to the Wood
Memorial Library in October!  We learned about the types of foods the Podunks ate that came
from their environment (deer, bear, the three sisters,wild berries and nuts, fish from the
Connecticut River).  We also learned how they made their tools from things in their environment
(rocks, plants, sticks) and used plants for medicines.  The Native Americans never wasted
anything and they were very hard workers because they couldn’t just go to a store to buy what
they needed.  We will continue to learn more about different tribes who lived in different regions
of the United States as we further our study of Native Americans.



Fourth Grade
Fourth graders have been working hard as writers!  Students first read many great
realistic fiction mentor texts and noticed how authors write to develop important
ideas, strong characters and slow down the critical moments for their readers.
Then, the students created a few different story arcs to plan how their pieces will
go. Students worked hard to write scenes that include character’s thoughts,
words, and actions to help their reader feel like they were in the world of their
story.   Here are some wonderful examples:

Jake sat on the recess bench at Red Wool Elementary School  watching his classmates play
football.  They look like they're having so much fun he thought to himself.  Jake remembered the
last time he tried to play with the guys, it was just embarrassing. Jefferson continues to tease

him about it to this day.

“Hey girls.” Samantha said quietly. “Hey.” The girls responded and kept drinking their

punch. Just then the song ‘Tonight I’m gettin’ over you’ by Carly Ray Jepsen came on.

If there was one thing that would keep them together, it was that song.

“OMG!!!!!!!!!!!” the girls screamed delightfully. They put their drinks on the table and

ran out onto the dance floor. They were friends and it will always be that way.

“Oh mom, she's adorable!”  said Abigail.
“She’s all yours honey.’’ said mom.
Abigail hugged the ruby, fluffy, curly eared  cocker spaniel with a smile.  Abigail
rocked the dog on the gray sofa in her lap.
“I’m going to call you Ruby,”whispered  Abigail with a quiet grin. I’m finally not scared
of dogs anymore she thought!



Fifth Grade

October in 5th Grade
Written by: Amelia Magnoli and Gautham Akshantala

In the science unit that we just completed, we learned about chemical
reactions. When two compounds mix together they make a reaction.
Explosions are a type of chemical reaction. We also learned about matter;
everything is matter. The three states of matter we learned about are solid,
liquid and gas.

In our math unit, we completed multiplication and division. We
learned the box method and used the base ten blocks to multiply. In
division we learned partitive and quotitive division. Partitive division is when
you know how many groups there are and need to find out how many are in
each group. Quotitive is when you know how many are in each group and
need to know how many groups there are.

In the Reading Unit that we finished, we read The Report Card By:
Andrew Clements. We have been writing our Personal Narratives, which
we are almost done with. We are also doing Word Study (Spelling) which is
finding definitions, common spelling traits, etc.

Fifth Graders also presented at this month’s Tiger Time. They did a
presentation on Student Leadership and on being Peer Mediators. Both
presentations were very informative.

Fifth Grade celebrated with our Harvest Party on October 29, 2021.
We had snacks, drinks, and an activity or two!



**New for November: Kid Governor and the government, a unit on
decimals, we will begin Space Systems in Science, and we are starting a
new Read-Aloud book called Flying Solo, too!

Specials-Bicycle Riding in Phys. Ed!
This fall we held our Annual 4th Grade Bike Program. The teachers and students were
so excited to bring this program back after missing last year for Covid reasons. Bicycle
safety is part of the 4th grade Physical Education curriculum and we teach a week long
course.  Throughout this week, students learn all the rules of the roads, traffic signs,
gears, hand brakes and more on bike knowledge.  South Windsor Recreation has
purchased a trailer of bikes for us to use and the students actually ride bikes for 45
minutes each day of the program.   They also learn how to repair a chain that has fallen
off or even change a tire in an off bike portion.  For students that do not know how to
ride a bike at all, we work one on one with them.  At the end of the week we took an off
campus bike ride around the Cornerstone neighborhood to see all the new skills the
students have learned in action.  This program is so important because not only does it
teach the skill of riding a bike and fosters lifelong exercise, it also teaches so many
intangibles.  We see many students’ self-esteem rise, improved confidence,  community
building and just an overall great all-around experience.

Nurse Notes

Healthy Reminders from the Health Room



Winter is almost here and brings with it the cold weather and snow! I thought it would be a

good time to review some of the district guidelines for school attendance. It would be helpful to

reinforce constant hand washing, and proper coughing (into your elbow) to help minimize the

spread of germs.

COVID- MD’s have stated that one can not distinguish, nor rule out Covid vs a cold, flu,

strep etc. If there are any doubts or concerns , please consult your MD and consider

getting a COVID test. PLease send an email or call, with dates of testing and especially

with positive results. Contact tracing is important, as well as tallying the cases for the

district and state. The district is in constant daily communication with the state.

Please refer to the CDC travel restrictions and guidelines for up to date information.

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus

I am always available via email for any questions or concerns.

Remember to practice social distancing, wear your mask , and wash your hands-

together we will win!

Illnesses

Please keep your child home from school if he/she has complaints in the morning of headache,

sore throat, nausea/vomiting, diarrhea or elevated temperature.  These complaints may be the

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus


beginning of an illness.  If your child has any of these symptoms, he/she may be more

susceptible to germs and may spread germs to others.

The 24 Hour Rule

If your child has a fever over 100 degrees, he/she must be fever free, without any medication,

for 24 hours before returning to school.  This rule also applies for vomiting and diarrhea.  If

your child has an illness that requires antibiotics, he/she must be on the medication for 24

hours before returning to school.

Medication

If it becomes necessary for your child to receive medication during the school day, a permission

form (supplied by the school and required by Connecticut state law), must be completed by the

doctor and parent before the medication can be administered. The medication must be

delivered to the school by a responsible adult in a properly labeled container.  Please DO NOT

send any medication to school with your child, they are not allowed t transport any

medication. This includes over the counter medication.

Tylenol/Ibuprofen/Sunscreen/Insect Repellent/Cough Drops have a separate form that must

be filled out and signed by a parent. Ibuprofen/Sunscreen/Insect Repellent/Cough Drops all

must be brought in from home and dropped off with form at the nurse’s office.

Clothing

The health room does NOT keep clothing on hand for accidents. If a child has a bathroom

accident, a food spill accident, or an accident because of wet conditions (rain or snow) a parent

will be called for a change of clothes. We would not want any child to feel uncomfortable, and

will try to minimize this as well as we can. Remember:  try to have the kids dress accordingly for

all sorts of weather and be prepared.



. More than ever it is important to get the Flu shot this

year

Take time to get a flu vaccine

All preschoolers who are enrolled in school are mandated by the state to have a

flu shot before the start of the new year.

● CDC recommends a yearly flu vaccine as the first and most important step in protecting

against flu viruses.

● While there are many different flu viruses, a flu vaccine protects against the viruses that

research suggests will be most common. (See Vaccine Virus Selection for this season’s

vaccine composition.)

● Flu vaccination can reduce flu illnesses, doctors’ visits, and missed work and school due to

flu, as well as prevent flu-related hospitalizations.

● Everyone 6 months of age and older should get a flu vaccine every year before flu activity

begins in their community. CDC recommends getting vaccinated by the end of October, if

possible.  Learn more about vaccine timing.

● CDC recommends use of injectable influenza vaccines (including inactivated influenza

vaccines and recombinant influenza vaccines) during 2017-2018. The nasal spray flu vaccine

(live attenuated influenza vaccine or LAIV) should not be used during 2017-2018.

● Vaccination of high risk persons is especially important to decrease their risk of severe flu

illness.

● People at high risk of serious flu complications include young children, pregnant women,

people with chronic health conditions like asthma, diabetes or heart and lung disease

and people 65 years and older.

● Vaccination also is important for health care workers, and other people who live with or

care for high risk people to keep from spreading flu to them.

● Children younger than 6 months are at high risk of serious flu illness, but are too young to

be vaccinated. People who care for infants should be vaccinated instead.

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/season/vaccine-selection.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/consumer/vaccinations.htm#when-vaccinate
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/season/flu-season-2017-2018.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/high_risk.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/high_risk.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/vaccine/pregnant.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/65over.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/healthcareworkers.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/parents/index.htm


Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze.

Take everyday preventive actions to stop the spread of germs.

● Try to avoid close contact with sick people.

● While sick, limit contact with others as much as possible to keep from infecting them.

● If you are sick with flu-like illness, CDC recommends that you stay home for at least 24 hours

after your fever is gone except to get medical care or for other necessities. (Your fever

should be gone for 24 hours without the use of a fever-reducing medicine.)

● Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the

trash after you use it.

● Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not available, use

an alcohol-based hand rub.

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs spread this way.

● Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may be contaminated with germs like the flu.

Take flu antiviral drugs if your doctor prescribes them.

● If you get the flu, antiviral drugs can be used to treat your illness.

● Antiviral drugs are different from antibiotics. They are prescription medicines (pills, liquid or

an inhaled powder) and are not available over-the-counter.

● Antiviral drugs can make illness milder and shorten the time you are sick. They may also

prevent serious flu complications. For people with high-risk factors, treatment with an

antiviral drug can mean the difference between having a milder illness versus a very serious

illness that could result in a hospital stay.

● Studies show that flu antiviral drugs work best for treatment when they are started within 2

days of getting sick, but starting them later can still be helpful, especially if the sick person

has a high-risk health condition or is very sick from the flu. Follow your doctor’s instructions

for taking this drug.

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/habits/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/consumer/prevention.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/antivirals/whatyoushould.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/complications.htm#complications
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/high_risk.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/high_risk.htm


● Flu-like symptoms include fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches,

headache, chills and fatigue. Some people also may have vomiting and diarrhea. People may

be infected with the flu, and have respiratory symptoms without a fever.

Important Dates:
November 25th through 26th  Thanksgiving Break

December 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd Parent Conferences

December 23rd Early Dismissal

December 24-31 Winter Break

Michelle Dixon, principal
Lisa Lovett, secretary
Linda Futtner, clerk
Colleen Heneghan, nurse
O�ce number:  860 648-5025
PRS website: http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home

http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home

